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Do	you	tip	a	tour	guide.

Tipping	in	Vietnam	is	very	much	a	western	import.	In	certain	places,	however,	it’s	becoming	an	important	supplementary	form	of	income.	You	might	find	a	difference	between	the	North	and	South	of	the	country:	Saigon’s	exposure	to	US	culture	has	made	tipping	more	of	a	thing	although,	to	be	honest,	exposure	to	the	tourist	industry	has	meant	the
practice	is	now	countrywide.	However,	all	ETG	holidays	are	‘Tip-Inclusive’	so	the	total	holiday	cost	includes	all	tips	for	your	guides,	drivers,	and	other	in-country	experience	providers.	This	is	all	taken	care	of	before	you	set	off,	in	just	one	simple	upfront	cost.	There	is	no	stress	around	whether,	when,	and	how	much	to	tip;	no	more	awkward	fumbling
for	notes,	or	that	feeling	that	you’ve	under-tipped	and	offended	your	guide.	The	only	people	in	an	ETG	holiday	you	might	feel	the	need	to	tip	are	hotel	or	boat	staff,	at	restaurants,	and	in	taxis,	but	that	is	entirely	at	your	discretion.	For	those	not	travelling	with	ETG	you	can	find	our	guidelines	tipping	guidelines	for	Vietnam	below.	ETG	traveller	John
and	his	guide	in	Hue,	Vietnam	Per	group	which	includes	a	couple	or	family	travelling	–	How	much	should	I	tip	guides	in	Vietnam?	If	you’re	happy	with	the	service	of	your	guide,	$7-10	(200,000	dong)	per	day	is	the	appropriate	amount	for	a	good	job.	You	can	always	give	more	or	less	depending	on	what	you	thought	of	your	experience.	We	try	to	make
sure	that	when	you	stay	in	a	particular	place	for	a	few	days	you’ll	have	the	same	guide	for	each	of	your	excursions;	you	can	tip	at	the	end	of	each	day	or	on	the	day	of	your	departure	as	you	wish.	Drivers:	When	tipping	your	driver	it	depends	how	much	time	he’s	spent	looking	after	you.	For	a	day’s	work,	driving	you	to	3-4	stops	along	the	way,	you	might
give	them	$3-4	(10,000	dong).	It’s	up	to	you;	if	they’ve	only	provided	transfers	to	and	from	an	airport,	don’t	feel	obliged	to	tip.	Hotels:	Tips	aren’t	really	expected	in	hotels.	If	you	want	to	say	a	thank	you	to	a	porter	or	cleaner,	a	tip	of	$1	(20,000	dong)	is	about	right.	Restaurants:	High-end	restaurants	usually	expect	a	tip	for	good	service;	others	you
shouldn’t	worry	about.	Taxis/	tuk	tuks:	Do	not	require	tipping	unless	for	exceptional	service.	If	you	wanted	to	talk	to	an	expert	about	planning	your	Vietnam	trip,	do	call	020	7924	7133		or	email	us	with	your	questions	here.	To	see	an	example	of	the	kind	of	trip	you	could	have,	do	take	a	look	at	our	example	holiday	itineraries.	They’re	just	a	starting
point,	all	our	holidays	are	tailor-made	so	we	can	tweak	all	elements	to	suit	your	exact	interests.	Alternatively	–	download	our	free	travel	guide	for	more	insider	tips	and	insights:	FacebookTwitterPinterestWhatsappEmail	James	is	an	India	and	Southeast	Asia	travel	specialist.	He	first	left	Europe	aged	19,	travelling	first	to	California	and	South	America.
But	his	eight-month	journey	through	India	was	the	travel	experience	that	truly	changed	his	life.	During	this	epic	voyage,	he	worked	in	the	Holy	City	of	Varanasi,	volunteered	in	rural	Kerala	and	learned	the	local	lingo	in	Arunachal	Pradesh.	Since	then	he	has	returned	to	India	at	least	once	a	year,	while	still	managing	to	fit	in	trips	to	Vietnam,	Cambodia,
Indonesia,	Sri	Lanka	and	more.	At	ETG,	James	is	an	India	and	Southeast	Asian	travel	consultant	and	the	head	of	India	product.	When	he's	not	talking	travel,	you'll	find	him	cheering	on	his	beloved	Bradford	City	FC	and	trying	to	play	football.	Going	to	Vietnam?	Looking	for	some	tips	on	tipping?	Some	top	tips	to	help	you	to	tip?	Some	tipping	tips?	(Okay
I’ll	stop	here)	Stick	with	us	–	we’ve	brought	you	everything	you	need	to	know.	I	used	to	live	in	Vietnam,	in	particular	in	Hanoi,	so	I’ll	be	your	guide.	In	case	you’re	wondering,	no,	you	don’t	have	to	leave	me	a	tip.	Join	me	as	I	help	you	navigate	the	confusing	world	of	tips	in	Vietnam…	Vietnamese	Money	Here’s	a	quick	detour	before	we	get	the	party
started.	Vietnamese	money	is	confusing.	At	the	time	of	writing,	$1	USD	is	worth	around	23,000	VND	(or	Vietnamese	Dong).	You	pay	for	everything	in	thousands.	You	pay	for	coffee	with	thousands.	You	pay	for	food	with	tens	of	thousands.	For	hotels	with	millions.	If	you	spend	more	than	$45,	you’re	spending	more	than	a	million.	See,	I	told	you	it	was	all
a	bit	confusing.	Before	you	go	throwing	your	money	around,	make	sure	you’re	familiar	with	the	currency,	the	notes	and	the	exchange	rates.	If	you’re	not,	you	might	end	up	tipping	far	too	much	or	far	too	little.	Is	Tipping	Common	in	Vietnam?	No.	Tipping	is	not	common	in	Vietnam,	in	fact	it’s	rather	a	pretty	new	concept	in	the	country.	But	although	it’s
not	usually	expected,	it’s	often	welcome.	And	because	things	are	so	cheap	in	Vietnam,	it’s	nice	to	give	a	small	tip	when	and	where	you	can.	Wages	in	Vietnam	are	very	low,	even	in	relation	to	the	cost	of	living.	So	if	you	can	help	local	people	by	dropping	a	few	small	tips,	it’s	massively	appreciated.	So	although	tipping	in	Vietnam	is	still	a	pretty	alien
concept,	you	should	tip	if	and	when	you	can.	But	when,	where	and	how	much	to	tip	is	all	massively	dependent	on	context.	How	Much	Should	I	Tip	in	Vietnam?	How	much	you	should	tip	in	Vietnam	depends	upon	who	you’re	tipping,	and	why	and	when	you’re	tipping	them.	Let’s	take	a	look	at	the	different	people	you	might	want	to	tip,	and	how	much	you
should	tip	them:	1-	Tipping	Tour	Guides	Should	You	Tip	Tour	Guides	in	Vietnam?	Yes,	you	definitely	should.	Vietnamese	tour	guides	are	incredible.	They	offer	excellent,	in-depth	tours	which	bring	you	closer	to	local	insights	and	local	people.	And	most	tours	are	very	cheap.	So	whether	you’re	on	a	motorbike	tour,	a	walking	tour,	a	food	tour	or	a	guided
hike,	leave	a	generous	tip.	How	Much	Should	You	Tip	Tour	Guides	in	Vietnam?	Around	10-15%	of	the	tour	cost	is	fair,	but	give	more	if	you’ve	had	a	particularly	good	time.	If	there’s	been	an	additional	driver	on	the	tour,	consider	tipping	them	a	similar	amount,	or	a	little	less.	If	you’ve	been	on	a	free	walking	tour,	around	$5	per	person	is	appropriate.
How	Do	I	Give	Tips	to	Tour	Guides	in	Vietnam?	Just	hand	your	tip	to	them	at	the	end	of	your	tour.	Easy!	2-	Tipping	in	Restaurants	Should	You	Tip	in	Restaurants	in	Vietnam?	Yes,	you	should	tip	in	restaurants	in	Vietnam.	How	Much	Should	You	Tip	in	Restaurants	in	Vietnam?	You	should	leave	a	tip	of	around	10%.	In	some	high-end	restaurants,	you
might	notice	that	there’s	been	an	extra	charge	added	to	your	bill.	This	isn’t	a	tip,	and	the	people	serving	you	won’t	receive	any	of	it.	So	although	that’s	an	annoying	charge,	it	doesn’t	count	as	a	tip,	and	you	should	still	leave	an	extra	tip	if	you	can.	How	Do	I	Give	Tips	in	Restaurants	in	Vietnam?	Hand	it	to	your	server.	Don’t	just	leave	it	on	the	table,	as
your	server	might	not	necessarily	get	it.	3-	Tipping	for	Street	Food	Should	You	Tip	when	I	Eat	Street	Food	in	Vietnam?	It’s	not	normal	or	expected,	but	it’s	sometimes	appreciated.	How	Much	Should	You	Tip	when	You	Eat	Street	Food	in	Vietnam?	There’s	no	expectation	to	leave	a	tip,	but	even	10,000	VND	–	20,000	VND	would	be	massively	appreciated
(considering	that’ll	be	around	50%	of	your	bill!).	Because	tipping	for	street	food	is	pretty	unusual,	the	vendor	might	even	try	to	give	you	your	money	back,	thinking	you’ve	given	them	too	much	money	by	mistake.	If	the	person	you’re	trying	to	tip	seems	confused	or	offended	by	your	tip,	allow	them	to	refuse	to	take	it.	In	this	case,	a	sincere	thanks	is
often	more	welcome	than	a	tip.	Younger	street	vendors	in	urban	areas	are	more	accustomed	to	getting	tips.	Older	vendors	in	rural	areas	might	be	confused	or	offended	by	your	attempt	to	give	them	a	tip.	How	Do	I	Give	Tips	for	Street	Food	in	Vietnam?	Just	give	it	to	the	vendor	who	gave	you	your	food.	4-	Tipping	in	Coffee	Shops	and	Bars	Should	You
Tip	in	Coffee	Shops	and	Bars	in	Vietnam?	You	can	if	you	like,	but	it’s	not	a	normal	practice.	How	Much	Should	You	Tip	in	Coffee	Shops	and	Bars	in	Vietnam?	Even	a	small	amount	would	be	appreciated,	since	it’s	not	normal	practice.	How	Do	I	Give	Tips	in	Coffee	Shops	and	Bars	in	Vietnam?	In	coffee	shops	and	bars,	you’ll	often	find	a	small	tip	jar	on
the	counter,	which	is	(of	course)	where	you	should	leave	your	tip.	If	your	particular	server	has	been	particularly	helpful,	you	can	just	give	them	the	money	directly	instead.	5-	Tipping	Taxi	Drivers	Should	You	Tip	Taxi	Drivers	in	Vietnam?	There’s	absolutely	no	expectation	to	do	so	but,	again,	it’s	always	appreciated.	How	Much	Should	You	Tip	Taxi
Drivers	in	Vietnam?	Just	leave	a	small	tip	of	something	between	10,000	VND	and	50,000	VND,	depending	on	the	length	of	your	journey.	How	Do	I	Give	Tips	to	Taxi	Drivers	in	Vietnam?	There	are	lots	of	approaches,	but	here’s	what	I	think	is	best:	catch	a	ride	through	Grab,	the	Southeast	Asian	equivalent	of	Uber.	Then	just	give	a	cash	tip	to	your	driver
as	you	leave	the	taxi.	If	you	use	Grab,	it	works	just	like	Uber	–	you	book	a	taxi	through	the	app,	and	you	know	how	much	you’re	going	to	pay	before	your	journey	begins.	If	you	use	on-street	taxis,	you	might	get	ripped	off.	But	with	Grab,	you’ll	never	get	ripped	off.	And	you’ll	also	know	exactly	how	much	you’re	tipping,	as	you’ll	know	exactly	how	much
your	fare	is.	6-	Tipping	in	Hotels	Should	You	Tip	in	Hotels	in	Vietnam?	If	you’ve	been	in	a	high-end	hotel,	it’s	expected,	but	it’s	up	to	you.	If	you	want	to	support	local	people	(and	not	the	big	conglomerate	who	owns	the	hotel),	you	should	always	tip	staff	individually	and	in-person,	so	you	can	be	sure	your	money	is	going	where	you	want	it	to	go.	How
Much	Should	You	Tip	Hotel	Staff	in	Vietnam?	If	you	want	to	tip	a	porter	or	bellhop,	give	a	couple	of	dollars.	If	you	want	to	tip	a	room	cleaner,	around	$1	per	night	of	your	stay	is	a	good	idea.	If	you’re	tipping	reception	staff,	tip	whatever	you	think	is	fair.	Generally	speaking,	the	more	expensive	the	hotel,	the	bigger	the	tip	you	should	leave.	How	Do	I
Give	Tips	to	Hotel	Staff	in	Vietnam?	Always	give	it	directly	to	the	person	you’re	trying	to	tip,	to	make	sure	that	specific	person	gets	it.	If	you	add	your	tip	to	your	bill	or	hand	it	over	to	someone	else,	the	person	you’re	tipping	might	not	receive	your	tip.	7-	Tipping	in	Hairdressers	Should	You	Tip	Hairdressers	in	Vietnam?	It’s	not	common	practice,	but	it’s
a	good	idea	if	you	think	you’ve	received	good	service.	How	Much	Should	You	Tip	Hairdressers	in	Vietnam?	If	you	want	to	tip	your	hairdresser,	around	10%	is	right.	How	Do	I	Give	Tips	to	Hairdressers	in	Vietnam?	Just	hand	your	tip	directly	to	your	hairdresser!	8-	Tipping	for	Massages	Should	You	Tip	Masseuses	and	Spa	Staff	in	Vietnam?	Yes,	you
definitely	should.	There	are	lots	of	spas	and	massage	places	in	Vietnam.	But	even	in	the	high-end	ones,	the	staff	aren’t	paid	particularly	well,	even	though	these	people	are	offering	a	specialised	(and	excellent)	service.	How	Much	Should	You	Tip	Masseuses	and	Spa	Staff	in	Vietnam?	You	should	tip	around	10-20%	of	the	original	bill,	depending	on	how
much	you’ve	enjoyed	your	service.	Be	aware	that	some	high-end	spas	or	massage	places	might	add	a	service	fee	to	your	bill.	This	isn’t	a	tip,	and	the	person	you’re	tipping	won’t	receive	this	money	–	so	you	should	still	tip	above	the	service	fee	if	you	want	to	leave	a	tip.	How	Do	I	Give	Tips	to	Masseuses	and	Spa	Staff	in	Vietnam?	Just	hand	your	tip
directly	to	the	person	you	want	to	tip.	Other	Tipping	Tips	Make	sure	you’re	familiar	with	Vietnamese	currency.	As	mentioned	earlier,	Vietnamese	money	can	be	a	little	confusing,	as	lots	of	the	notes	look	pretty	similar	–	and	there	are	no	coins	in	the	nation.	So	ensure	you’re	familiar	with	the	currency	to	make	sure	you’re	tipping	what	you	want	to	tip
(and	paying	what	you	want	to	pay).Vietnam	is	a	cash	currency.	In	some	hotels,	hostels,	supermarkets	and	high-end	places,	you	can	pay	by	card,	but	the	vast	majority	of	transactions	are	in	cash.	Always	carry	lots	of	cash.	All	tips	you	leave	will	be	in	cash.If	you’re	on	a	tight	budget,	don’t	worry	if	you	can’t	leave	a	tip.	It’s	of	course	a	nice	gesture,	but
tipping	isn’t	expected	in	Vietnam	like	it	is	in	many	other	countries.Though	some	expensive	establishments	in	Vietnam	will	accept	US	dollars,	they’re	not	commonly	accepted.	So	if	you’re	tipping	a	particular	person,	always	tip	them	in	local	currency,	not	in	US	dollars.	The	person	you’re	tipping	won’t	have	much	use	for	them.In	remote,	rural	areas,	don’t
be	surprised	if	people	are	embarrassed	by	your	offer	of	a	tip.	If	people	in	these	areas	seem	reluctant	to	take	your	tip,	don’t	be	afraid	to	take	it	back.	Sincere	thank	you	might	be	more	appropriate	in	these	areas.Generally,	just	follow	your	instincts	on	tipping.	If	you	want	to	give	a	tip,	just	give	a	tip!	People	in	Vietnam	don’t	generally	earn	very	much
money,	so	it’s	good	to	be	generous.	And	since	Vietnamese	people	are	brilliant,	it’s	nice	to	repay	their	warmth,	generosity	and	kindness	with	small	tips	where	appropriate.	One	Last	Tip	No	matter	how	much	you’re	tipping,	make	sure	you	have	an	excellent	time	in	Vietnam.	It’s	one	of	the	most	incredible	countries	on	the	planet.	Tip	if	and	when	you	feel
it’s	fair,	and	you’ll	probably	be	tipping	properly.	Want	to	know	anything	else	about	Vietnam?	We’ve	got	everything	you	need	to	know	right	here	on	our	site.	We	have	guides	on	the	best	cities,	the	best	places	to	go,	the	vaccines	you	need	and	so	much	more.	

Get	travel	guides	and	plan	your	trip	to	Vietnam	with	places	to	visit,	sightseeing,	hotels,	and	reviews	by	other	travellers.	...	Best	of	Vietnam	Tour	including	Halong	Bay	Cruise	$421	per	adult	on	twin	sharing	...	Tipping	is	usually	practiced	at	…	Always	do	country-specific	research	on	the	tipping	customs	for	each	type	of	service.	Just	because	you	don’t	tip
in	restaurants	in	certain	countries	doesn’t	mean	you	shouldn’t	tip	the	taxi	driver	or	barber	in	those	same	countries.	Here	are	a	few	service-related	things	to	research.	restaurants;	hotel	staff;	taxi’s;	tour	guides;	Spa	and	...	Find	the	right	adventure	for	you	through	Taiwan.	We've	got	51	tours	going	to	Taiwan,	starting	from	just	3	days	in	length,	and	the
longest	tour	is	12	days.	The	most	popular	month	to	go	is	December,	which	has	the	most	number	of	tour	departures.	10	days	…	Evergreen’s	comprehensive	touring	selection,	features	a	collection	of	sought	after	experiences	from	around	the	world.	You	have	a	variety	of	options	that	include	historical	Europe,	popular	Canada	and	USA,	colourful	Vietnam
and	Cambodia,	mysterious	South	America,	wild	Africa	and	the	magnificence	of	Egypt	&	Jordan..	Each	hotel,	activity	and	attraction	is	carefully	chosen	to	…	30/07/2022	·	We	took	this	tour	in	2019.	We	loved	it!	particularly	interesting	to	us	was	a	visit	to	a	village	during	our	time	in	Yogyakarta	where	we	also	got	to	play	traditional	instruments,	and	an
excellent	tour	in	Bali	to	a	family	home/compound,	where	our	guides	talked	with	us	about	the	caste	system	in	Bali	as	well	as	religious	and	family	life.	Tour	guides	$	5	USD/day.	When	tipping	the	tour	guides,	it	is	recommended	that	each	passenger	contributes	$5	USD/day	or	roughly	$15	USD	-	$25	USD	for	treks	that	are	three	to	four	days	long.	Trekking
guides,	porters,	drivers,	cooks	$	50	USD.	Browse	the	best	tours	in	Cambodia	with	754	reviews	visiting	places	like	Siem	Reap	and	Phnom	Penh.	All	Major	Brands.	Biggest	selection.	Best	Prices.	Tipping	on	Viking	River	Cruises	In	China,	Egypt,	Russia,	and	Ukraine	Different	tipping	amounts	apply	if	you’re	taking	a	Viking	river	cruise	in	China,	Egypt,
Russia,	or	Ukraine.	For	cruises	in	these	countries,	Viking’s	suggested	gratuity	amount	is	$25	per	day,	per	person	for	the	time	you	are	on	board	the	river	cruise	ship	and	$10	per	day,	per	person	while	you	are	on	land.
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